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Changing Defender gameday
Dayna Wichhart—Staff Writer
Last Saturday evening, the DeWitt
Gymnasium opened its doors to some unusual
occupants. Instead of the usual athletic teams
gracing its halls, The Defender Band, wearing
black polos and black pants, filed into the
DeWitt. Sitting on the floor in a circle, the band
devoured their four slices of Pizza Ranch pizza,
chatting with those around them, learning names
and excitedly discussing how the evening might
go.
As the pizza boxes emptied, music professor
Onsby Rose spoke about how he’s hoped for
a pep band since he began working at Dordt
University.
“You’re a part of making history here at
Dordt and starting the traditions at Defender
gameday,” Rose said.
After wiping the grease from their fingers,
students climbed the back stairs to a rarely-used
storage closet full of black cases of every size.
As they dragged the cases out, the DeWitt filled
with tuning notes, warmups, and the smell of
valve oil. Once the instruments were assembled,
Allegra Fisher, the Defender Band Director, led
the long line towards the football stadium.
In spring of 2022, students received an
email inviting them into the Defender Band, a
group that would play at athletic events. Fisher
would be the band’s head. She started working
at Dordt last spring as Assistant Director of
Instrumental Activities. Formerly, she taught
at Kansas State University and worked with
marching band, volleyball and basketball, pep

bands, and concert ensembles.
Last year, Vice President for Academic
Affairs Leah Zuidema and Athletics Director
Ross Douma approached Fisher to help them
start the group. Looking to change the gameday
experience at Dordt, the two thought introducing
a pep band could increase engagement and

New Heritage Village hosts
annual festival
Tabetha DeGroot — Staff Writer

Contributed photo
interest in athletics on campus.
Fisher accepted the position and worked to
get students involved on scholarships and using
new silver instruments.
“It’s a good group who enjoy what they
do and do it well,” Fisher said after the first

cont. on pg. 10

Dordt pushes summer
construction projects
Sara Hofer — Staff Writer

With another semester underway, students
have come back to campus to find several
projects occurred over the summer months.
From general landscaping updates to a new
parking lot and the construction of the American
State Bank Sports Complex, Dordt University
is preparing for growth within its student
population.
As the undergraduate population grows,
housing concerns linger. Compared to years
prior, the 601 building houses nine more
students than it did before and on the other side

The Sioux Center Heritage Village will host
its annual Harvest Festival at its new Tower
Fields location Sept. 16 and 17 with a variety
of things to see, do, and taste, from sipping
apple cider to watching a blacksmith pound
horseshoes.
The 16th is reserved for school groups from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and then open to the public
from 2 to 5 p.m. On the 17th, the village and
actives will be open to all from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
“There’s a lot of things on the docket,” John
Scholten, Heritage Village board member, said.
“It has been a very busy year, so come out and
see all the work that we have done, because
there’s a lot of it.”
Features and activities will include century
home displays, a one-room schoolhouse, a

rehearsal, “I think Defender Nation will be
a little shocked at what they experience on
gameday.”
The day of Dordt football’s home opener,
the band debuted the Defender Fight Song in
the parking lot. The song itself is not new, but
very few know the school’s fight song and it is
certainly not a staple at athletic events.
As the band walked towards the gates of
the stadium, heads turned. The band settled
into the stands and prepared to play during the
Morningside vs. Dordt football game.
“D-O-R-D-T! LET’S GO!” They shouted.
Their throats became hoarse from chanting and
playing.
Throughout the game, the band stood
among the student section, playing snippets of
songs such as the fight song, “Y.M.C.A,” and
other classic stadium tunes. Despite the score
strongly favoring Morningside, the Defender
Band carried on, cheering loudly, pounding on
drums, and playing music.
During the third quarter, the Defenders
scored a touchdown, sending the band into
raucous cheering and scrambling for music.
As the evening wore on, students trickled
out of the stands. At the final whistle of the
game, the Defender Band walked onto the field
and stood together with the football team, cheer
and dance team, and parents and students to
share in a post-game prayer.
With more sports beginning their seasons,
the Defender Band will continue to play at home
football games, and will fill the DeWitt’s...

of campus, the construction of eight new rooms
in the basement of Covenant Hall created space
for sixteen more students.
East Hall residents arrived to updated
carpeting and repainted door frames. Dordt
also took on smaller projects over the summer:
landscape changes, 250 dorm mattresses
replaced, and more beds added.
“We have the largest undergraduate class
enrollment in history, so we knew we would
be very tight on housing,” Howard Wilson...
cont. on pg. 12
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general store, a working sawmill, oat threshing,
butter churning, rug weaving and sheep
shearing, and more. The Heritage Village will
have around 13 historical and replica buildings
fully decorated and stalked like they would
have been a century ago, and demonstrations
throughout the grounds.
“It’s a little trimmed down this year because
we’re still rebuilding, but it’s almost the full
slate that we had before,” Scholten said.
The move of Heritage Village from the Sioux
County fairgrounds to Tower Fields began last
summer, while cleaning began even before last
year’s Harvest Festival. Some buildings were...
cont. on pg. 9
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Donations of time and money save Dordt’s organ

Record enrollment (again)

Maddie Kobes — Staff Writer

Jonah Hofmeyer — Staff Writer

The Casavant organ, built for Dordt in 1979,
has recently undergone a major repair project.
This organ is used for student practice and
concerts, featuring students and professional
organists.
The Casavant organ is the longest pipe organ
in Iowa. Since being built in 1979, the metal
had started collapsing in on itself.
“The B below middle C was missing,” Isabel
Munson, an organ student, said. “They used it
as a sample to make the new pipes.”

Dordt University saw record enrollment in
2020 with 1,666 students, and in 2021 that
record was broken again, with enrollment
reaching 1,786. This year, enrollment at Dordt
has reached 1,858.
Around the U.S., enrollment at colleges and
universities has dwindled. Only 16.2 million
people enrolled in college for the spring 2022
semester nationwide, with a 14.7 percent
decline since 2020, according to educationdata.
org. Despite this, enrollment at Dordt continues
to go up, defying the national trends.

“We are thrilled
that the organ is
fully repaired, and
especially grateful
for one anonymous
donor who funded
the entire project.”
-Carrie
Groenewold
During the renovation, 400 of the organ’s over
2,000 pipes were replaced, including the largest
pedal pipes in the facade. The Casavant organ
company hand-crafted the 400-pound pipes
during the past year. Casavant technicians,
with the help of Dordt football players, lifted
the pipes onto the organ case. None of the pipes

“We’re thinking
very carefully about
how we stay Dordt.
That’s near and dear
to us. And we will
stay true to who we
say we are.”
-Robert Taylor
were damaged in the process.
“We are thrilled that the organ is fully
repaired,” Carrie Groenewold, Associate
Professor of Music and Chair of Church Music
and Organ, said. “And especially grateful for
one anonymous donor who funded the entire
project.”
Having adequate practice on the organ is

essential. Each organ is different in feel, sound,
and method of playing. Some hurt the organist’s
hands.
Organists cannot just start playing a new organ
they haven’t learned to play before. Students
cannot be successful with only one hour of
practice per week. Groenewold makes sure that
students have enough practice time scheduled.

Photo Credit: Dordt University
All the organ students meet at the beginning
of the year to pick practice times. Each student
gets two to three hours of practice per week;
seniors get to pick first.
Groenewold “fights for practice times,”
according to junior music student Karli Vanden
Brink. “She’s a huge advocate.”

Out-of-this-world prof receives funding for research of
exoplanets and more
Mallory Nilles — Staff Writer
Some students know him as the professor who
makes dad jokes so specific to his field that few
actually understand, while others know him as
the stars and space nerd. Colleagues recognize
him as a highly respected model scholar, a
“decent-at-best” racquetball player, a man with
“eclectic-but-great” music taste, and one whose
fashion never skips a beat.
Channon Visscher, Associate Professor of
Chemistry and Planetary Sciences, is all these
things and more.
He graduated from Dordt College in 2000 with
a chemistry major and received his master’s
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degree and doctorate in Earth and Planetary
Sciences at Washington University in 2002 and
2006, when he wrote his first scientific paper on
exoplanets.
Now, Visscher has spent over a decade
working alongside a research group from the
University of California Santa Cruz, National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA),
and the University of Arizona. Recently, he
was asked to join them again -- this time for
a project titled “Precision Tests of the Physics
of Mixing in Cool Planetary and Brown Dwarf
Atmospheres.”
Visscher’s role in the project was determining

the chemical makeup of the subterranean
atmosphere based on what is known about the
external atmosphere of the exoplanet.
“You can’t do this science with just one tool,”
Visscher said. “You really do need to look at
these things from multiple angles and multiple
disciplines to figure out what’s going on.”
In spring of 2022, the Space and Science
Institute gave Visscher’s team a research grant
for $44,201. The money will be used to cover
the costs of computing equipment and pay the
research team for their time and effort over a
two-year period.
Visscher said “discovering new worlds and

Photo Credit: Dordt University

figuring out what they look like” is the part of
his field that most excites him.
“What do other planets look like? What are
they like? We’re discovering new worlds all the
time,” Visscher said. “Just a few years ago we
didn’t even know [these worlds] existed. It’s a
whole new frontier of something new.”
Exoplanets are planets that orbit a star outside
the solar system, and brown dwarves are
celestial objects that are halfway between being

“We’re discovering
new worlds all the
time. Just a few
years ago we didn’t
even know [these
worlds] existed. It’s a
whole new frontier of
something new.”
-Channon Visscher
a star or an exoplanet. Visscher and the rest of
the team are using observations collected by the
newly released James Webb Space Telescope
to analyze its data and develop theories of the
chemical makeup of these exoplanets.
The process involves using observations to
create spectral models, then creating chemical
models that display the chemical makeup of
these exoplanets.
The research is complicated, and Visscher
expects some challenges along the way.
“Creation itself pushes back and throws us
curveballs sometimes,” Visscher said. “Things
we didn’t expect—which is great—but changes
the way we expected the project to go. We just
have to figure out what’s actually happening.”

Robert Taylor, Dean of Students, gives credit
to Dordt’s reputation as a school.
“People know what they are getting,” Taylor
said. “And they either sign up for it or they
don’t.”
Dordt is not the only school in Northwest
Iowa to see record enrollment. Northwest Iowa
Community College in Sheldon also has record

enrollment this year. According to an article
written on NCC’s website, the community
college has seen a 5.54 percent increase in
enrollment from the fall semester of last year.
Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa

Douma named 21/22 GPAC
Athletic Director of the Year
Naomi Mellema – Staff Writer
The votes are in. The Hauff Mid-America
Sports and Great Plains Athletic Conference’s
league of athletic directors have chosen Ross
Douma as Athletic Director of the Year.
Douma has served as Dordt University’s
Athletic Director since 2017. Last year, he
helped lead the Defenders to third-place in
the GPAC all-sports trophy standings, Dordt’s
highest finish ever. Douma also helped lead the
Defenders to their highest finish in the Learfield
IMG Director’s Cup standings, at 15th place.
Last year, the Defender Women’s Basketball
team finished the season as NAIA national
runner-up, and both Men’s and Women’s Cross
Country finished as GPAC champions. Douma
also helped expand the Defender Gold Club,
raising further funds for athletic programming
at Dordt.
Before serving as athletic director, Douma
coached Dordt’s Men’s Basketball team for nine
years. While he said he misses the everyday
interactions and relationship-building aspect of
coaching, Douma believes the role of athletic
director is where God wants him.
After graduating college and before coming to
Dordt, Douma worked as a teacher and coach
for 14 years. In those years, he also served
as assistant principal at Chicago Christian,
where he found his love for administration. In
2009 Douma came to Dordt as the men’s head
basketball coach, and in 2013 transitioned to
the assistant athletic director, becoming athletic
director in 2017.
While much of his job is helping impact
Defender student athletes, Douma said Dordt
has had a profound impact on him as well.
“I enjoy getting the chance to work alongside
motivated colleagues and student athletes who
keep sports in perspective yet realize that it can
be an aspect of their life that can be impactful
and enriching if done well,” Douma said.
In his current role, Douma said he enjoys
seeing the head coaches develop initiatives that
positively affect student athletes in every aspect
of their lives. This means something different
for each coach and team: being involved in the
community, nonprofits, churches, and providing

free camps.
Douma said the athletic programs at Dordt
look different from those at other schools
and colleges. The Defender Way, Dordt’s
commitment to helping student athletes in
athletics, academics, and their spiritual lives, is
one of the reasons that Defender athletics are
set apart.
“Through the Defender Way and through
the educational task and framework at Dordt,
our student athletes play with a purpose and a
conviction of wanting to reclaim and redeem
a sports society that has gone astray,” Douma
said.
Douma also said he believes student athletes
at Dordt are aware of the difference in athletics
at Dordt and other schools.
“We’re all called by God to try to redeem and
reclaim,” Douma said. “Our student athletes and
coaches are doing a very good job of illustrating
that there is a more viable way to do athletics
than what we currently observe in society.”

has also seen an increase in student population
over the past four years. According to an article
published on their website, NWC has seen an 8
percent increase in enrollment compared to last
fall semester.
With this continued increase in enrollment,
Dordt has been expanding its facilities. The
recreation center saw some remodeling
throughout last year, Covenant Hall had rooms
added over the summer to accommodate more
students, and Dordt presses on with its plan to
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build a new dining hall.
Through all of this, Taylor said
this
enrollment increase will not affect Dordt’s role
in education.
“We’re thinking very carefully about how we
stay Dordt,” said Taylor. “That’s near and dear
to us. And we will stay true to who we say we
are.”

2022 nursing class passes
NCLEX perfectly
Abigael Wegner - Staff Writer
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Dordt University’s 2022 nursing class had a
100 percent pass rate in the National Council
Licensure Examination (NCLEX). Within the
class of 17 nursing graduates, all of them passed
the examination on their first attempt.
The NCLEX is an exam that tests the
competency and preparation of nursing
graduates, ensuring they have the knowledge
and abilities required to become a practicing
nurse. The exam is based on logic and critical
thinking rather than memorization.
Dordt’s nursing program is dedicated to
preparing students for the NCLEX, using
practice tests to evaluate students.
“The professors structure their exams and
classes based on how it will look in NCLEX so
you are not shocked when you get to the actual
course,” Katherine Kooiman, a senior nursing
student, said.

Kooiman gives the nursing professors a lot of
credit for the students’ success.
“They are really good about meeting with you
if you are struggling in one of the classes, and
(show you) how you can improve, and what to
work on or focus on,” Kooiman said.
After Dordt opened the new nursing lab in
2019, students were able to simulate a wide
variety of situations. The lab gives nursing
students the ability to experience hands-on
learning and mimic real-life situations and
challenges.
The 2022 examination will be different than
previous years, bringing a whole new challenge
for the nursing department.
“The questions are different, so ours will be
focused more on case studies.” Kooiman said.
“It’s called a Next Generation NCLEX.”
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American State Bank Sports Complex nears completion
Jeralyn Wessel – Staff Writer

As many renovation projects have drawn to
a close with the arrival of students on campus,
the American State Bank Sports Complex
construction continues since breaking ground
in April of 2022. The dome should be up before
mid-November, according to Carrie Krohn, the
Director of the American State Bank Sports
Complex and Senior Women’s Leader. Dordt
University plans to receive the keys on Dec. 2,
2022. On Jan. 2, 2023, the sports complex will
be open for events, provided the construction
timeline continues to stay on schedule.
Jointly funded by Sioux Center and Dordt
with a naming gift from American State Bank,
this structure will be an air-inflated dome
encasing a turf field the size of an international
soccer pitch. The dome will be large enough to
host baseball, track, soccer, or football practice,
with enough space to divide the turf into two
or three sections for different activities. While
a concession stand will be available, no food or
drink other than water will be allowed on the
field.
Any groups, whether in the community or
not, will have access to renting the complex
for events. From local soccer leagues to events
hosted by Student Services, the American
State Bank Sports Complex will provide a
connection point not only for athletes but for
the community.
“We are all only limited by our own
imaginations for what it can be used for,” Krohn
said.
In addition to providing an events space for
the community, the sports complex will allow
for sports teams to extend their practice seasons
through the winter conditions that generally

Opinion
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Next steps for the pro-life christian
Joya Breems -- Staff Writer

bring them to a halt. Access to the dome will
benefit Dordt’s athletic department as well as
other athletic teams in the surrounding area.
As the Senior Women’s Leader, Krohn
has committed, along with the whole athletic
department, to focus attention on the mental
health of student athletes. A background in
higher education and coaching helps Krohn act
as a friend and mentor to anyone navigating a

difficult time, and she believes the connection
point of the American State Bank Sports
Complex contributes to this goal.
“Our bodies, honestly, are created to move,”
Krohn said. “We are more fully using mind,
body, spirit for the Kingdom if we are using all
of those things. When we separate those things
into different categories, we are forgetting we
are whole people.”

Contributed Photo
With the American State Bank Sports
Complex nearing completion, the spring
semester should bring a variety of new events to
campus and many opportunities for connection
throughout the community.

Literary Dairy now open in Orange City
Libby Bandelin – Staff Writer
Stepping onto century old creaky, wood
floors, hearing the 50s jazz, and beholding an
ice-cream counter reminiscent of an old soda
fountain, customers are transported back to a
simpler time. A place to get people back to their
roots, leave their worries at the doorstep and
remember their childhood.
Literary Dairy is a dream ten years in the
making.
“It started off as a lark,” Owner and CEO
Scott Buchholtz said.
The recently-retired elementary teacher and
his wife, Cappie Buchholtz, spent their free-time
traveling to National Parks and visiting momand-pop ice cream shops, joking about one day
starting their own – except their ice cream shop
would also have a children’s bookstore.

Flashforward to June 17, 2022, when their
dream became reality.
“Every step of the way God has opened doors,”
Mr. Buchholtz said. “The hardest part has been
predicting the unknown and navigating the
unfamiliar as a new business owner – like when
there is a slow crowd in the late afternoon.”
“My wife asks if I’ve prayed about it yet
and I’m reminded to trust in God, not to stress
out about it and hHe’ll take care of the rest.”
Buchholtz continued, “God has come through
every step of the way, I know this is where hHe
wants me to be.”
Now, three months since opening, the Literary
Dairy has expanded from its initial combination
of children’s books and ice cream to include an
adult lender’s library, a lunch-menu offering

pizza and paninis, and most recently over
50 combinations of handcrafted shakes from
farm-fresh Stensland Family ice cream. They
now have plans for a dinner menu, but that is
contingent on hiring more staff.
“The whole vibe of the place is to provide
a spot for families to have fun and make
memories,” Scott said. “Everyone is welcome.”
Besides sweets and books, the Buchholtz’s
also want to host board game and trivia nights
in the future. Literary Dairy presently offers a
10 percent discount to anyone with a college
student-ID.
“Ice cream may not change the world,” Scott
said. “But it may make your day a little bit
brighter.”

On June 24, 2022 the Supreme Court
overturned Roe v. Wade, the 1972 Supreme
Court case legalizing abortion. In other words,
there is no national legislation on abortion
anymore. Individual states can make their own
laws.
Since the overturn of Roe, Christian’s
reactions continue mixing. Some claim it’s a
victory, that pro-lifers have won and the battle
is over. Others lament the control of women’s
bodies and condemn those taking options away
from desperate women.
We have a lack of questions and an abundance
of opinions. Christians are asking the wrong
questions. We shouldn’t be asking, “When does
life begin?” or arguing, “My body my choice.”
The issue isn’t about life or choice. It’s about
love. Christians from both sides must get behind
the question: What is the best way to love our
neighbors who have unplanned pregnancies?
Let’s start with some statistics. 45 percent of
all pregnancies are considered “unplanned,”
according to 2019 statistics from the Brookings
Institution. For the rest of this piece, I will
operate under the assumption that all abortions
result from unplanned pregnancies. 40 percent
of those unplanned pregnancies were aborted,
and 60 percent were born. This means that
about one-third of children born are the result
of an unplanned or unwanted pregnancy.
Why is this number so high? According to a
2019 fact sheet from the Guttmacher Institute,
it is much higher in the United States than in
most other developed countries. Demographics
also show that unintended pregnancies are
most common among women of color, lowincome women, teenagers, women in unmarried
cohabiting couples, and those that never
graduated high school.
Sioux county is 86 percent white and has
only a six percent poverty rate according to the
Census Bureau. Our demographics protect us
from the nitty gritty face of the issue.
Some Northwest Iowans consider themselves
passionate about protecting the unborn; I place
myself in this category also. We have a strong
and Biblical desire to advocate against abortion.
The potential for infusing Christian love into
the issue is high, but the conversation remains

marriage, and nonconsensual sex all go against
biblical teachings, and increase the risk of
unwanted pregnancies.
About two-million unwanted pregnancies
in the U.S. were prevented by having access
to family planning services, according to a
research study by the Guttmacher Institute.
Increased access to birth control, including
emergency contraceptives such as Plan B, also
have strong supporting evidence. Although
birth control is available in the U.S., poor
education levels and incorrect use can still lead
to problems. Many women don’t know the
options available to them.

largely theoretical.
I celebrate the overturn of Roe v Wade with an
easy conscience. The Supreme Court decision
is a fantastic first step in the fight for life. But
notice I called it a first step. The work is far
from over, in fact, it’s just beginning.
Pro-lifers can’t rest on a victory that is
anti-death. We need to love our pregnant
neighbors and their unborn children. Unwanted
pregnancies are still a large social problem.
The most common reason women cite for not
wanting a child is economic stress and single
parenting. Abortions don’t solve that problem.
Maybe love can.
Love could be gifting a pregnant mother
with a Walmart gift card to help cover diaper
expenses. Love could be offering to help find
counseling for a single parent going through
a divorce. Love could be covering political
discussion on abortion in your devotional time.
Love could be offering to babysit for the mother
of four who wanted to stop at three.
On a larger scale, Christian love spurs
Christian advocacy. We need to form
relationships and offer support to individuals,
caring about the systems that shape us. I would
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argue that pro-life advocacy is a form of love,
for both the unborn and the mother. Now that
we have achieved one goal, we can focus our
energy on new ways to love mothers and their
children.
Next up for the pro-life movement is advocacy
toward preventing unwanted pregnancy
and providing a supportive environment for
mothers. I’ve seen pro-lifers have a loud and
passionate political voice, we just need to
change the policies we’re advocating for.
We can turn to research for best practices.
Researchers Jessica Arons and Shira Saperstein
suggest several strategies for pregnancy
prevention in a 2006 article for American
Progress: comprehensive sex education,
insurance and/or public funding for family
planning, and increased access to birth control.
Comprehensive sex education includes
conversations about birth control, abstinence,
and sexual ethics. As Christians, we also
understand the importance of teaching sex
education from a Christian perspective. Sin
distorts sex. Domestic abuse, sex outside of

Policy option changes could include paid
parental leave, improvements in foster care
systems, increased access to child welfare,
and other interventions designed to bridge the
poverty gap. The main advocates for these types
of policies tend to also be the primary supporters
of legal abortion. Our main arguments about
abortion are split down party lines, with the prolife side advocating for the life of the child in the
womb, while the pro-choice side prioritizes the
mother’s needs. Rather than pushing partisan
arguments about the accessibility of abortion,
we should strive together to make them less
necessary.

More alcohol education needed on Dordt campus
Abby Starkenburg -- Staff Writer

The 2022 Fall lecture given to Dordt
students about alcohol did not encompass safe
drinking practices, even though such a high rate
of both Dordt’s on-campus crimes and national
crime and accident rates are alcohol-related.

“It doesn’t take
long to find data
about the impacts of
alcohol on academic
rigor and the
ability to do it… it’s
counterproductive.”
-Robert Taylor
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“Rather than
pushing partisan
arguments about
the accessibility of
abortion, we should
strive together to
make them less
necessary.”
-Joya Breems

Every year, incoming freshmen are
informed of Dordt University’s expectations
regarding alcohol consumption - that is, there is
no alcohol allowed. Within the speech covering
alcohol on campus, Vice President for Student
Success & Dean of Students Robert Taylor
said 100 percent of sexual assaults on Dordt’s
campus involved alcohol.

Contributed Photo
Approximately 95,000 deaths annually are
alcohol-related, with about 1,519 of them being
college-aged students, according to the National
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.
College drinking is dangerous as it can lead to
assaults, sexual assaults, academic problems,
addiction, etc.

Teaching people about alcohol and how it
impacts decision-making is crucial according to
Darcy Jensen, the Executive Director at Prairie
View Prevention Services, Inc. Their practice
begins prevention speeches to kids as early
as grade school. Early preventative education
builds the foundational blocks of decisionmaking abilities and value systems, Jensen said.
“Cognitively, we’re not the same person that
we were before we drank anything,” Jensen
said. “Alcohol is a depressant - it depresses part
of our brain, and our ability to function.”
Taylor agreed that preventative alcohol

education is important, as a consequence
of alcohol is people making decisions they
normally wouldn’t.
“Contrary to popular belief, alcohol and
college campuses just don’t work very well
together,” Taylor said. “It doesn’t take long
to find data about the impacts of alcohol on
academic rigor and the ability to do it. It’s
counterproductive.”
When a Dordt student is caught with alcohol
on campus, they’re issued a level and probation
for about two semesters. Taylor believes that
this is a good way to handle these situations
because it gets people’s attention, and it is
arguably effective with few repeat offenders.
Taylor said there have been multiple
attempts in past years at alcohol education, such
as bringing in preventative speakers to educate
on safe drinking practices, but that student
engagement with these activities has been low.
In the future, Taylor said he hopes students
will begin to take alcohol-related offenses and
education for safe-alcohol use more seriously,
and is open to hearing about education
opportunities that students will find engaging
and informative. Even though it seems to be
a speech given every year, it’s important for
students to find the value behind the words,
because of how dangerous and impairing the
consequences can be.
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Biden’s student loan plan
Emma Bennett—Staff Writer

What are the top things most college students
love to complain about? Homework load, lack
of sleep, and tuition. It is stressful to suddenly
be responsible for one’s finances, and many
American households do not have the security
to offer help to their college-age children.
President Joe Biden has recently implemented
a change in student loans that should help
struggling young adults in school.
On Aug. 24th, Biden announced his plan
to forgive students $10,000 in loans, or up to
$20,000 if they have received Pell Grants,
which are federal grants given to undergraduate
students who display exceptional financial
need. This program applies to students who earn
less than $125,000 dollars a year, or married
couples who earn less than $250,000. The loans
that qualify include graduate and undergraduate
loans, federal student loans, and even some
FFEL (Federal Family Education Loan) and
government loans.
The application to qualify for this aid will be
available in early October. Officials encourage

applicants to submit their application by
November 15 since there will be at least a fourweek turnaround, and the loan repayments
begin in January. However, the application will

Contributed Photo
be available all year long.
This is great, since tuition seems to be on the

incline for an already struggling demographic.
However, according According to the
Washington Post, this may prove disappointing
for those who took advantage of the loan pauses
enacted during the Covid-19 pandemic.
This also creates a potential loophole in the
president’s plan, in which one could ask for a
refund of the loan they had already paid, then
apply for the forgiveness and voila! Some of
that pesky debt is gone, on top of the person
getting their money back. While it is inevitable
that a sizable chunk of the American population
will try to take advantage of this, not all refunds
filed will be approved, and the Washington Post
argues that the ones who will do this need the
money the most and should be shown grace.
In general, Biden’s plan to assist college
students in managing their debts is certainly
a positive step forward, and should be fully
taken advantage of by those in debt. The loan
application—whether it is set to be released in
October or later—will be made available online
at StudentAid.gov.

What do we do with all the new kids?
Glory Reitz—Co-Editor
Upperclassmen: congratulations, you’ve
made it. You’re no longer tripping over your
feet as you try to navigate freshman year. WOW
week has faded into a fever-dream memory.
You have established friend groups, favorite
professors, and a sleep schedule that supports
your precarious balance of workload and social
life.
But I have a request: don’t leave others
behind to settle in your groove.
The American College Health Association
did a national college health assessment for the
spring of 2022 and found that almost 52 percent
of their respondents were lonely, according to
the UCLA Loneliness Scale (ULS3).
I’m a senior now, but I arrived at Dordt
University last fall as a transfer student. My
orientation consisted of a brunch with a short
speech from President Hoekstra and a briefing
on how to work Canvas. It lasted maybe two
hours, and it wasn’t the most useful two hours
of my life. I left with too many questions about
where things were and not enough connections
to anyone on campus.
I can only imagine how lonely that first
semester would have been had I not studied
journalism, forcing me to go against my instincts
and introduce myself to strangers. Precious few
took it upon themselves to say the first ‘hello’
to me, and not everyone has the advantage of a
degree with compulsive networking.
Do you remember your first semester at
Dordt? Did you sit alone in the Commons, or
did you try the Turquoise Table? Did you have
a way to go to Walmart? Did you binge-watch
Netflix or go to events and make friends? How
much easier would your life have been if an
upperclassman had taken you under their wing?

“But look around
your area of study.
Where are the
new faces, looking
for connection,
guidance, and
stability?”
-Glory Reitz
When students don’t feel included, it affects
every part of their lives. According to a
University of North Carolina article, those
who don’t think they belong often end up

withdrawing — not necessarily from college,
but from participation in college life. This
means failing mental health and academic
courses.
Maybe my request is really a challenge:
Don’t center your life around yourself.
Yes, life is busy and it’s easier, once you’ve
finally hit your stride after a few years at Dordt,
to follow a routine. But don’t close yourself off
to those who don’t yet have a community.
We are only a few weeks into the fall semester,
and the campus is teeming with new freshmen
and transfer students. The freshies may have
had an extensive orientation week, but they
don’t really know this place. All their new
friends are just as lost as they are.
Many are far from home. International
students are learning a whole new country
and culture in addition to classroom locations.

Transfer students have learned the ropes at a
different institution, and now they have new
hallways and faces to memorize.
Community is a beautiful thing, and many
of us are blessed with the comfort of established
circles. But every new student on this campus
is battling uphill as they learn Dordt’s quirks,
get to know the strangers with whom they now
share rooms, decide their career paths, and try
to find the fellowship for which every human
longs.
They are bombarded with advice: “Get
involved with activities,” “Join a small group,”
“Make a schedule.” But why is the burden on
the newcomers to make first contact? We are the
old hands, the comfortable ones. Half of them
probably don’t even know how to order a hot
sandwich at the Grille.
I’m not saying you need to be every freshman’s
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best friend. We keep breaking our own record
freshman enrollment numbers, and goals should
be attainable, yes? But look around your area
of study. Where are the new faces, looking for
connection, guidance, and stability?
This year on The Diamond, we’re trying
something new: every newcomer to the paper
staff is assigned a returning staff member to
mentor them. But not everyone writes for The
Diamond (come talk to me if you want to be one
of the few, the proud, the ink-stained). And not
every program has integrated mentorship into
their plans. Why not take the initiative yourself?
You have more power than you think you do.
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Women’s golf starts out swinging

Interpreting Your World: professor Bailey’s new book
release

Gracie Campbell — Staff Writer
Dordt University Women’s Golf teed off the
first few weeks of school with two tournaments.
The team tied for six out of 11 places at Dordt’s
course in their Sept. 18 match.
Rachel Bostwick led the team, tying for fourth
place in the competition.
“We want these girls to grow a passion
for golf,” Jon Crane, head coach of men and
women’s golf, said. “We expect them to be all
in and enthusiastic for their sport.”
To be all in requires commitment: players must
balance almost every day, qualifying rounds
for tournaments, travel, and the tournaments
themselves, while still managing their time to
perform well in classes and on the course.
“It takes a lot of balance,” sophomore Kerri
Kroeze said. “The professors are awesome at
working with you, but I have to work hard with
the time that I have. Golf is also such a mental
game that you have to be intentional keeping
school pressures off the course.”
In managing academic and athletic success, the
women’s golf team tries to keep an encouraging
and laid-back environment. This year, they are
reading a book together, The Christian Athlete,
to grow spiritually as a team. The devotional
teaches how to combat struggles on the course:
from the weather to the mental challenges in
playing an individual game.
“It comes down to you and the course,”
freshman Katherine Beekman said. “I’m excited
to improve my game under good coaching and

the Christian community.”
The Brian Eekhoff Golf Facility is equipped
with Flight Scope X3 Launch Monitors, a
putting area, and an athlete lounge the team will
use on and off season.

Daniel Ketchelos — Staff Writer

Culture and theology are two inescapable
aspects of life. Justin Ariel Bailey, Associate
Professor of Theology at Dordt University,
outlines how to engage with both in his latest
book, Interpreting Your World.
“I’ve always been interested in culture, and
part of that is because I’m bicultural -- I’m
Filipino American,” Bailey said. “So, I was
always interested in the way that the lenses
that we look through the world change our
experience of the world, and I felt I had that
lived experience myself.”
Interpreting Your World is Bailey’s second
book, preceded by his first release, Reimagining
Apologetics. Meaning, Power, Ethical,
Religious, and Aesthetic are the five lenses
Bailey explains should be used to interpret
contemporary issues in Interpreting Your World.
“The question is not whether you will
engage theology and culture, but how robust
will your engagement be with theology and
culture?” Bailey said. “If you don’t think about
these things, it doesn’t exempt you from still
having to interpret the world.”
Bailey has already had success with
Interpreting Your World. Christianity Today
featured Bailey in their print edition, and in

“I’m excited
to improve my
game under good
coaching and
the Christian
community.”
-Katherine
Beekman
“The new golf facility will help elevate our
game through the offseason,” Crane said.
“It gives us an advantage ahead of the spring
season.”
The women’s golf team will compete next in
Salina, Kansas at the Central Plains Invite on
Sept.26.
Contributed Photo

Cross Country begins new season
The men’s team returns eight of its top 10
runners from last year. Seniors Joe Anderson,
Brooks De Waard, Trey Engen, Thaniel
Schroeder, Peter Shippy, Eric Steiger, Davis
Tebben, and junior Ethan Summerhays round
out the returning top eight. Tebben is the
reigning GPAC champion, and Steiger is a 2021
All-American and placed 34th at the national
championship. The valuable experience of
these veterans, as well as the new energy and
excitement coming from newcomers could
make the Defenders a force to be reckoned with
once again.
For the women, over half of their top 10
runners return from last year. The six include
seniors Taylor Anema, Elyse Kuperus, and
Bethany Ten Haken, as well as juniors Lucy
Borkowski, Annika Homan, and Jessica
Kampman. Kampman was the GPAC runner-up
a year ago and is also a 2x NAIA All-American.
These ladies have helped the Defenders to an
eighth place national finish the last two years
and look to capitalize on their experience as
well as the new depth from newcomers in this
2022 season.
Despite all the success in recent seasons, the
team remains focused on this season apart from
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late August Bailey lead a faculty workshop
at Redeemer University in Canada where he
shared some ideas from this book.

“The question
is not whether
you will engage
theology and
culture, but how
robust will your
engagement be
with theology and
culture?”
-Justin Bailey
“The people who really liked the book were
not necessarily the people I hoped would read
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team finish, finishing just behind USF and the
champion SDSU. Anderson took fourth overall,
with Tebben finishing just after him and taking
sixth overall. The women took home third place
as well, also finishing behind USF and SDSU.
Graduate student Kristine Honomichl was the
top finisher for the Defenders, finishing 11th,
and Borkowski was right behind her securing
13th place.
The Defenders look promising heading into
a tough schedule of races this semester. The
season continues Sept. 23 at the Griak Invite in
Minneapolis, Minnesota and will conclude with
the GPAC championship in Jamestown, North
Dakota on Nov. 5. The national championship
will be in Tallahassee, Florida on Nov. 18.
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those accomplishments.
“Our focus is on recovery and preparation as
we move forward each day, recognizing that
each season has to stand on its own, and we
will perform our best if we focus on our work at
hand,” Wolf said.
The Defenders are ready to face the
challenges that accompany each new season,
with a lot of these challenges being injuries and
making sure their training leads them to a strong
end-of-season performance.
“We are hoping to maintain health through the
season and have our strongest performances at
the end of the season,” Wolf said.
The 2022 season began at the SDSU Classic
held at the Edgebrook Golf Course in Brookings,
South Dakota on Sept. 9. Both the men and
women competed against NCAA D-I and
D-II teams. The men took home a third-place

it,” Bailey said. “There’s an architecture school
in California reading this book, and I never
imagined that. You can’t really control what
happens with it.”
Dordt is also engrained within the pages of
his latest book. Bailey has previously shared
unreleased drafts with his students, and this
year is using Interpreting Your World for his
Christianity and Pop Culture courses.
“Dordt definitely has its print on it because
you always write for where you are and who
you’re around,” Bailey said. “This book was
written for my students in some sense, and it
is quite a vulnerable thing to give your work to
students, but they were very kind and helpful
and in a lot of cases gave me some really
important direction.”
Interpreting Your World will be available
wherever books are sold and will be released on
Sept. 20, 2022.
“I see a lot of Christian engagement with
culture that is fearful, cynical, and characterized
by despair, which is the opposite of faith, love,
and hope,” Bailey said. “I want readers to feel
like they’re being taken on a journey, where
they walk alongside the cultural conversation
but also that they begin to hear the voice that
tells us what we couldn’t have told ourselves,
which is the voice of God.”

Top Gun: Maverick, a priority New Heritage Village hosts
watch
annual festival cont.
Aleasha Hintz — Staff Writer

Isabel Pheifer — Staff Writer

The Dordt University Men’s and Women’s
Cross Country teams are geared up for another
season. The team is no stranger to success, in
2021, both the men and women finished as
GPAC champions and went on to place eighth
at the national championship.
“Every year we work to prepare our best
and allow the results to happen,” Head Cross
Country Coach Nate Wolf said.
The Dordt men enter this season ranked
first in the GPAC preseason coaches’ poll and
third in the NAIA preseason coaches’ poll, the
highest ever ranking in program history. On
the women’s side, they were picked first in the
GPAC preseason coaches’ poll and eighth in the
NAIA preseason coaches’ poll.
The teams feature 61 athletes, with 21 of
those being newcomers and 18 of them seniors.
“We have lots of newcomers this year,” Wolf
said. “I am excited to see them develop and gain
experience.”
The men welcome thirteen freshmen and the
women welcome eight.
“We also have a large contingent of returners,
and I am excited to see the work they have put
in the past two, three, and even four years payoff with a great season,” Wolf said.
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Sometimes, movies are popular for a reason,
and I think Top Gun: Maverick is a prime
example of this. This is one film that deserved
the hype it got, unlike some other big box
movie franchises (I’m looking at you Marvel),
but that’s a topic for another day.
I am going to be honest: I did not have high
expectations when I went to watch this movie.
I had seen the original Top Gun, and while I
did enjoy it, it really did not stick out to me.
I found it a bit one-dimensional. There’s a
shooting scene, followed by “The Volleyball
scene,” another shooting scene, a sex scene,
and then Goose dies. Unfortunately, this is all
I remember from the original Top Gun, it just
was not my thing.
Top Gun: Maverick however, managed to
keep everything people loved about the original
Top Gun, threw in a few nostalgic Easter eggs,
raised the stakes, and introduced a slightly more
universal plot line. I know I’m going to hurt
some purists when I say this: but I believe this
sequel was decidedly better than the original.
My favorite Easter egg was the scene that
played with the opening credits. I had to pause
and think about if I was watching the right
movie. It is the same opening scene as in the
original -- a great artistic choice. It gets the
watchers in the right frame of mind for the
movie, and it introduces all that sweet, sweet
nostalgia. After all, if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.
After that, we learn Maverick has not
changed. He still buzzes the tower, still takes
cocky risks, and is still getting in trouble with
his superiors. Maverick seems to have pulled

his last stunt, but because of an incredibly
well-timed call from Iceman, he gets one more
chance. He returns to Top Gun, but not doing
what he expected. Instead of being asked to fly
a mission, he is asked to teach it.
To make things more complicated, Goose’s
son Bradley Bradshaw, call sign Rooster, is
one of the students called back to Top Gun.
This raises complicated feelings for Maverick,
who experiences a bit of survivors’ guilt from
Goose’s death and protectiveness over Rooster.
Rooster feels bitter towards Maverick, who was
responsible a four-year delay in his career.
Throughout the film, the relationship between
Maverick and Rooster heals and develops until
we arrive at an incredibly satisfying, full circle
ending. Meanwhile, the plot line of Maverick
becoming a teacher, pushing his students,
fighting for them, then leading them through
mission-impossible provides plenty of action
for movie-goers.
On a more personal note, I want to mention
that I got a little lost in all the aviation talk of
the original Top Gun. It’s great for people who
love aviation, but as a civilian watcher, it just
didn’t work for me. Introducing the plot with
Rooster early in the film helped to ground me in
between all the fighter pilot lingo.
Needless to say, I thoroughly enjoyed this
movie, and I can see why it appeals to so many
people. If you are like me and never got around
to seeing the film this summer, make this movie
a priority watch. Don’t think. Just do.

...transported to the new grounds while others
are being rebuilt.
“The move has gone very well,” Scholten
said. “It was never meant to be done in one
year. We moved a lot of buildings and will
need to rebuild some things like the sod hut and
gazebo.”
A few buildings will still be under
construction during the Harvest Festival this
year, but the project has made progress. The
shell is in place for Doc’s Cafe, a hardware
store, and plans are in place for other features.
“There’s always improvements that could be
made on other buildings like lean-tos,” Scholten
said. “We got plenty of work to do.”
Scholten guessed around 100 volunteers
helped with the move and are continuing to help
the Heritage Village come together.
“There has been a tremendous volunteer
base,” Scholten said. “They all realized how big
of a task it was going to be and the town really
rallied around us. There’s always the faithful,
but there’s also been first timers that came out.
Many hands make light work.”
Many groups from elementary schools in
the surrounding area will attend the school
tour day. Scholten expects at least 500 third
graders, as well as students from other grades.

These students will learn about the practices
of pioneers who settled in this area as well as
farming from the demonstrations.
“This used to be a very rural community
and now it’s more suburban, so kids don’t see
how farms work anymore -small family farms
aren’t there anymore,” Scholten said. “Children
get a chance to see how things are done at the
Harvest Festival, like where milk and lumber
come from.”
The Heritage Village has been a part of the
community since 1990, and it seeks to educate
residents about the history of those who came
before.
“It’s always the little things like when you
show a little kid how something is made and
they’re just blown away,” Scholten said.
Not only do they seek to educate about Sioux
Center’s history, but they also seek to preserve
it by making that history interactive and real.
“It’s about preserving the heritage of our
forefathers and the pioneers who came before
us,” Scholten said. “The thing about the
Heritage Village and especially the Harvest
Festival is we try to bring that past to life and
show how things were actually done. We want
to show the resourcefulness of our forebears.”
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Laboring away on Labor day

Ian MacDonald – Staff Writer
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It’s 4:05 p.m. as Brandon McCormick walks
onto the field, kicking small rubber pieces up
with every step. The sun ripples as heat bounces
off the turf.
To his left and right players warm up and
run through drills before practice even starts.
Reading through the call sheet one last time,
he blows a whistle, and another day of practice
begins.
Last year McCormick held position as the
academic coordinator, as well as the special
teams and safeties coach for the Dordt University
Football team. He led the special team’s unit
to a record year, and led the Defenders to the

Teresa Taylor — Staff Writer
second highest GPA in the team’s history.
All the while, in March of 2022 Coach Lynn
Nutt, the defensive coordinator at the time,
resigned.
McCormick quickly filled the gap. Though
the transition challenged McCormick, working
with Coach Nutt previous years made it easier.
“Thankfully, during my time under Coach
Nutt, he made me feel like a co-defensive
coordinator,” McCormick said.
He also said it’s very different to have this
much control over the defense with 11 players
going off whatever he says.
Since becoming defensive coordinator,
McCormick has shared new ideas to improve
the football team, one being that players are
“playing fast and free at all times,” leading
them to be “Christ-oriented.”
“Players should know that their identity is in
Christ alone and not in football,” McCormick
said. “It’s important that he is the foundation of
everything we do.”
He has also incorporated “ball takeaways,”
meaning a turnover defense. This is done
through interception or punching the ball loose.
Almost every practice in a week contains
a ball takeaway circuit, which includes four
stations lead by a defensive coach.
Every station contains a ball carrier and one
to two Defenders trying to rip or punch the ball
out.
Sophomore Cornerback Chip Kasay
loves how takeaway practices have affected
gameplay.
“You could see how it affected our play in
Briar Cliff.” Kasay said. “Anyone and everyone
wanted a ball attempt and it really started to
wear out the opponent.”
Despite being the defensive coordinator,
McCormick has a very offensive background.
He played high school quarterback for four

seasons, and continued a collegiate career for
two seasons at Maranatha Baptist and Crown
College.
Dordt first hired McCormick as an offensive
coach before he made the switch to defense.

“Players should
know that their
identity is in Christ
alone and not
in football. It’s
important that he
is the foundation of
everything we do.”
-Brandon
McCormick
McCormick’s time on offense has helped him
fulfill the role as defensive coordinator, he said.
“It helps me step into the O.C.’s shoes and
have an idea of what he’s trying to do to attack
us,” McCormick said.
Still, McCormick said he doesn’t think
he fits the stereotypical role of a defensive
coordinator.
“I’m not loud and in your face,” McCormick
said. “I have a tendency as an offensive coach
of thinking more about personnel than the play.
I try to put the right players in the right spot.”
Being a defensive coordinator doesn’t
come without its struggles. McCormick’s work
schedule has increased since being appointed as

Banned Books Week encourages critical
thinking
Audra Kooi — Staff Writer
This leaves libraries and schools with difficult
decisions. They want to encourage readers’
curiosity and provide them with a variety of
perspectives to learn from.
Dordt University’s Hulst Library faces similar
choices when choosing what to fill its shelves
with.
“Our collection is really tied to what is being
taught,” Library Director Jenni Breems said.
“We collect banned books in the children’s lit
area because we want our education majors to
have practice thinking what they would do if a
book was challenged in class.”
Controversial topics promote critical thinking
and discussion in classrooms; difficult books

In 2020, Laurie Halse Anderson found her
first novel, Speak, on the American Library
Association’s list of most challenged books.
This wasn’t the first time the novel was publicly
criticized, nor would it be the last, but it marked
a milestone in being both highly acclaimed and
frequently challenged in the young adult circle.
This juxtaposition raises an important question:
where is the line between good literature and an
offensive overview of serious issues?
Challengers to Anderson’s novel criticize it
because it covers sexual assault and depicts
the rape of the 14-year-old protagonist.
Missouri State University professor Wesley
Scroggins wrote about Speak in the Springfield
News-Leader, classifying the book as “soft
pornography.” In Sarasota County, Fla., a
middle school parent filed a challenge against
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Anderson’s novel because he was concerned by
the profanity and “graphic description of rape.”
A committee formed to review the parent’s
challenge, and the members ruled that the book
should remain a part of the curriculum as a
“guided approach to think about the choices
that will face many of [the students] … as they
move into high school.”
But Anderson’s Speak is not the only highly
acclaimed book that is often challenged. Harper
Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird and Katherine
Paterson’s Bridge to Terabithia have been the
subject of countless challenges. In fact, many
coming-of-age and young adult novels face
challenges because they tend to cover difficult
material, and parents have differing standards
for what they will allow their children to read.

defensive coordinator. He is constantly making
cut ups for the defense, making call menus
and revising them as the week goes on, and
watching films.
The cut ups and call menus are from the last
practice the defense had. He watches for what
he likes or dislikes and edits the call menus as
necessary.
McCormick also spends around 20 to 22
hours a week watching film, whether it be
analyzing an opponent or watching practice
films.
The team generally has five practices a week
and a game on Saturday, but while the players
focus on academics, McCormick is in and out
of staff meetings and even preparing for a class
he teaches on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
With all the new responsibilities he has,
McCormick said still he manages to find ways
to keep stress and anxiety down.
“I care about my work a lot, and one thing
that I’ve learned from the past two seasons is
that if things don’t go the way I want them,
it’s alright that I’m disappointed, but I cannot
be devastated to the point it consumes me,”
McCormick said. “I stay secure in my identity
in Christ.”
McCormick wants to lead by example with
his players in his philosophy. At the beginning
of every meeting, all the players do breathing
exercises to lower their heart rates in order to
stay more focused for the upcoming meeting
and practice.
“The lowest heartrate can win you a lot of
games,” McCormick said.
McCormick looks to learn and refine his
teachings throughout this football season and
throughout the rest of his career.

Changing
Defender
gameday
cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...bleachers for Defender basketball.
“I hope that this year we are able to build a
sense of what Defender Nation is and how music
can help identify that by building comradery
through music and traditions,” Fisher said.

Since its foundation in 1955, Dordt
University has held classes on Labor Day. Each
year, students complain for a day or two, but the
feelings fade as the semester progresses. Some
students even seem to forget it’s a holiday.
Despite some grumbling, students still attend
classes and complete their work. Theories
circulate as explanation.
“They say, ‘Dordt’s afraid to take Labor Day
off because they’re afraid that all the students
are going to go home and then they aren’t going
to come back!’” Jim Bos, Registrar & Director
of Institutional Research, said. “We’ve never
tested it, so I don’t know if there’s any truth in
it.”
According to President Erik Hoekstra, the
university is more concerned for the students
who would not go home. More than 40 percent
of students live farther than 400 miles away,
making travelling home difficult -- especially
considering the semester just started. The
freshmen unfamiliar with the campus or the
community would be left to fend for themselves.
“We don’t want them to feel lonely or
wasteful,” Hoekstra said.
If Dordt did not hold classes, Student
Services or Campus Ministries would plan a
day for freshmen to keep them involved and
give them an opportunity to connect further.
They would still be working.
“We’re also coming off a summer in
which we’ve all had a very flexible schedule,”
Hoekstra said. “Whereas if you’re a worker at a
bank or a postman or a construction laborer, you
haven’t had a day off since the Fourth of July.”
From an academic standpoint, Labor Day

Affairs, said. “If we were to take Labor Day off,
we would need to then also consider where to
add a day back in to the academic calendar.”
“It’s a tradeoff,” Bos said. “You want to take
Labor Day off? Okay, then which other Monday
are we going to put in?”
“We certainly do not mean to disregard

classes keep the rhythm steady as the school
year starts. Allowing brains to turn back off for
one last moment of summer interrupts the flow
of the semester.
“We need to make sure that we have the
right number of class days in a semester,” Bos
said. “You can look at a calendar and you can
figure out where we start, where Christmas is
– assuming everybody really wants Christmas
off and wants to be done before Christmas,
and everybody really wants Thanksgiving
off – and you just count, and you say, ‘We
need fourteen weeks of class.’ Fourteen weeks
of class means we need an equal number of
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Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, equal number
of Tuesdays, Thursdays.”
Dordt allows the Monday at the start of the
semester and the Monday after Thanksgiving
as travel days, so students may rest on Sunday.
Taking Labor Day off would mean another
Monday to reschedule.
“We need to ensure that students have a
specific amount of class time each semester in
order to fulfill our commitments related to the
number of credits associated with each course,”
Leah Zuidema, Vice President for Academic
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or disrespect a national holiday. Dordt is an
institution that does a great job of honoring
all types of work being God-glorifying work
and therefore worthy of acknowledgement,”
Hoekstra said. “If the day is to acknowledge
and celebrate work, I think working on that day
is just fine.”

Highlighting the magic of clubs
Philip Shippy -- Staff Writer

Every Saturday night at 7 p.m., a group of
students from different backgrounds walk up
the stairs to the Kuyper loft, roll out their card
mats, bring out their decks, and sit together
to play a game that was the first of its kind.
Magic: the Gathering Club is a testament to the
idea that no matter how different you are from
another person, a shared interest can bring you
together.
Magic: the Gathering (MtG) was released in
1993 by Wizards of the Coast, a company also
responsible for the popular role-playing game
Dungeons and Dragons. MtG is special in the
gaming world; it was the very first trading card
game, a genre where players face off against
each other using a deck of cards chosen from
each player’s own personal collection. For

instance, while MtG has produced over 24,000
unique cards in nearly 30 years, most formats
of MtG use decks that only require 40-100
cards. Players must come to the table with cards
that all work well together to have a chance at
winning, which requires thought before and
during the game.
While many different trading card games
exists, such as the Pokémon TCG, Yu-Gi-Oh!,
and Hearthstone, Magic: the Gathering is one of
the most popular with over 12 million players
across the globe, including a few on Dordt’s
campus. Walter Black, a super-senior football
player, leads the MtG Club that meets in the
Kuyper loft, having played the game for years.
“I was about a senior/junior of high school,
and my best friend got into it, and he kind of
convinced me to play a couple games with

him,” Black said. “I kind of lightly got into it,
and then once at college, that’s when I really
dived into it.”
While MtG does have an online version,
called Magic: the Gathering Arena, Black said
he strongly prefers playing in person, and the
other club members agreed. They enjoyed the
social element of the game that couldn’t be
replicated by Arena.
The main format the club plays is called
Commander. It involves building a 100-card
deck with mostly unique cards and facing
off against two to four other players. Black
explained this format using the popular board
game Risk as an example. Although the rules
of MtG differ from the rules of Risk, it is an apt
metaphor.
“Think of yourself as a country, and you’re

“We want our
education majors to
have practice thinking
what they would
do if a book was
challenged in class.”
-Jenni Breems
are good resources so long as they are taught
and discussed appropriately.
Every year, the American Library Association
hosts a banned book week to raise awareness
of the diverse perspectives in the world. This
year, that week is Sept. 18 to 24. Its purpose
matches the Sarasota County committee’s
decision: “Education is key. Censorship is never
the answer.”
By raising curiosity and encouraging readers
to ask critical questions about books, libraries
allow individuals to draw their own line between
award-winning and ban-worthy literature.

“Dordt is an
institution that
does a great job of
honoring all types
of work being Godglorifying work and
therefore worthy of
acknowledgement,”
-Erik Hoekstra

Contributed Photo

just building up resources,” Black said.
But instead of the resources being hordes of
army men that march across territories until one
player has conquered the world, they’re fantasy
characters and creatures that duke it out until all
the other players’ health counters have reached
zero.
The game is ever evolving because Wizards
of the Coast releases new sets of cards every

“We get a variety
of people, and it
really makes for
some interesting
friendships that
you wouldn’t really
expect.”
-Walter Black
two to three months. Players can get their hands
on new cards either by buying Booster Packs
for around $5 which contain 12 to 15 cards
per pack, or by buying individual cards whose
prices vary wildly. For the Commander format,
players can also buy pre-made decks of 100
cards for around $30.
At Dordt’s Magic club, however, many of
the current members have multiple decks, so if
someone came without any cards, the members
are glad to hand them a deck, explain how to
play, and jump right in.
“I think something that a lot of people
get wrong about Magic is the people that are
there, ‘cause when they think of it they think
of usually people that aren’t exactly in the incrowd, so to speak.” Black said. “There’s plenty
of athletes that are in it, myself included… The
last club president was a basketball manager, as
well. We get a variety of people, and it really
makes for some interesting friendships that you
wouldn’t really expect.”

Cartoons
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“The elusive Bunsen Spice Latte”

Dordt pushes summer
construction projects cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...said, Vice President for University Operations.
“Currently, we estimate there is a 98 to 99
percent occupancy rate.”

“We are one of
the few institutions
that is growing. We
do our best to be
responsive to what
students need and
would like to have.”
-Howard Wilson
With Dordt’s population growth, the
construction of 327 new parking spaces

includes another student necessity. This
semester alone, students brought 250 more cars
to campus, compared to the last academic year.
Dordt currently works on further improvements
to their parking plan.
“This is one of the busiest summers at Dordt
for construction projects in about 10 years,”
Wilson said.
North of Sioux Center near the Agricultural
Stewardship Center is the $2.4 million
construction of the mono-slope cattle building.
This project was developed to give students the
opportunity to work with beef cattle and dairy
heifers. The building should be occupied by
cattle by the end of the month.
Other construction projects include in the
former KDCR radio building and in the
B.J. Haan Auditorium. The KDCR building
transformed into office spaces for football
coaching staff and the B.J. Haan holds $200,000
worth of updates, after replacing the Casavant
organ pipes.

“Anatomy of a Dordt Freshman”
The construction of the American State Bank
Athletic Center is on schedule to be completed
in December of 2022. Construction on the turf
field begins this week.
Dordt already plans for more summer projects
next year, like the new Dining Commons and
Recital Hall, with the goal of completion by

spring of 2025.
“We are one of the few institutions that is
growing,” Wilson said. “We do our best to be
responsive to what students need and would
like to have.”
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